In memoriam
DR RAJKA RADOICIC
(1925-2023-2025)

Scientific adviser Rajka Radoi¢i¢ (1925-2023), a prominent geologist
and one of the most important micropaleontologists and biostratigraphers of
the twentieth century left an indelible mark not only on Serbian and
Yugoslav, but also on world science. On the occasion of the centenary of
her birth, her life and uniqueness are briefly presented here in order to leave
a written trace of her personality and work for future generations of
researchers.

Rajka Radoi¢i¢ was born on 6 June 1925 in Trebinje, Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Shortly after, the family moved to Cetinje (Montenegro),
where Rajka spent her childhood. At the age of 16, she joined the Union of
Communist Youth of Yugoslavia. In the course of World War II she joined
the partisan movement, which is how she met her future husband Dusan
Brstina (1914-1994), later a major-general of the Yugoslav People’s Army.
Since she loved and enjoyed nature from childhood, discovering almost
impassable Montenegrin paths with her father, after the end of the war she
enrolled in the Geology-Paleontology Group of the Faculty of Science and
Mathematics in Belgrade, from which she graduated in 1953. Aiming to
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spend as much time as possible on field investigations, she declined the
offered position of assistant at the Faculty of Mining and Geology in
Belgrade and got a job at the Institute for Geological and Geophysical
Research “Geozavod” (today’s Geological Institute of Serbia), where she
worked until her retirement in 1981.

At the very beginning of her employment at Geozavod she was actively
involved in the preparation of the Basic Geological Map of Yugoslavia
1:100,000, at that time one of the largest projects in Yugoslavia, which
represented the starting point for all future fundamental and applied
geological research. As an outstanding expert and multitalented researcher,
she performed the work of a regional geologist, a micropaleontologist, a
paleogeographer and a biostratigrapher in the field. She was also an
indispensable member of many geological expeditions and teams - from
Montenegro, Macedonia, Croatia, Slovenia, Italy, Turkey, Iraq and Libya,
and she collaborated with experts from Switzerland, Germany, France and
Greece. In addition to field research, she devoted herself passionately to
laboratory work, studying microscopic preparations based on which she
determined the geological age of rocks, primarily from the Mesozoic, but
also from the Paleozoic and Cenozoic. The results of her micropaleontolo-
gical analyses contributed to the improvement of the interpretation and
finalisation of maps and explanatory books of the Basic Geological Map of
Yugoslavia.

At the beginning of the 1960s, she was engaged in the preparation of
the Basic Geological Map of Montenegro 1:100,000. She collaborated with
leading Montenegrin geologists - Zaria BeSi¢, Andrija Pavi¢, Mirko and
Branka Mirkovi¢ and many others. She identified more than 50 species of
Mesozoic fossilized algae discovered for the first time in the territory of
Montenegro, among which 11 were new species for the science. Her
contribution to the stratigraphic and paleogeographical studies of the
bauxite deposits of Montenegro and the determination of the age of samples
from deep boreholes on the Montenegro’s coastline was exceptional.

Her scientific career started along with her field work. She defended
her doctoral thesis “Paleoecology and Biostratigraphy of Aberrant Tintin-
nids of Yugoslavia” in Ljubljana in 1962 and was an invited lecturer at the
universities of Padua and Naples. She continued with her scientific work
even after she retired. Independently and in co-authorship, she identified
more than 90 new taxa for science, including genera and species of
calcareous algae, foraminifera and other fossilised organisms of different
geological ages.

She is one of the most cited authors in the field of micropaleontology.
She was highly respected among paleontologists and numerous taxa were
named after her - two genera new to science and 12 new species. The
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international scientific meeting under the name “Geology and Paleontology
of the Peri-Adriatic Area” was organised on the occasion of her 80"
birthday and 50 years of cooperation with Italian researchers at the
“Federico II” faculty in Naples (5-6 May 2008), with the participation of
eminent scientists from all over the world.

She is considered one of the most important experts in the field of
biostratigraphy and lithostratigraphy of shallow-water Mesozoic carbonates
of the Peri-Adriatic region. In cooperation with researchers from Naples,
Rome, Padua, Palermo and Cagliari, she significantly contributed to the
interpretation of regional geology and reconstruction of the relationship
between the Apennines and the Dinarides. In the words of her Italian
colleagues, she had an extraordinary skill of being able to recognise exact
stratigraphic positions, even just a few layers within a few thousand meters
of thick successions: “This smells of uppermost Aptian”, you could hear
her say looking at an outcrop for the first time, and you would eventually
discover that she had been right.

She generously shared her knowledge, experience and love of geology
with all her associates and younger colleagues, providing support and
inspiration to many generations of geologists with her wise advice. In us,
the followers of Rajka Radoici¢, her entire scientific opus evokes deep
respect because she was an authority figure, a teacher and a friend to many.
She left behind more than three hundred scientific and professional papers,
most of them published in renowned international scientific journals.

ks

Going through memories... I remember our common, not so frequent
fieldtrips to Mokra Gora and its surroundings, where she guided me in the
reconstruction of the geological structure of the area. And long night talks,
mostly focused on geology and paleontology because the topic of my PhD
was the diversity of Cretaceous fauna in eastern and western Serbia. She
helped me determine fossilised microassociations for both my master’s and
doctoral theses. In addition, she used to bring me numerous scientific publi-
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cations whenever she traveled. She was a great friend of the Museum, to
which she donated a big collection of fossilised algae preparations and the
collection of rudists that she and paleontologist Desanka Pejovi¢ gathered
from locations throughout former Yugoslavia. [ was also reminded of her
idea to move the Natural History Museum to the Railway Station building
after its closure, as the Museum has been operating in temporary
accommodation for decades. Furthermore, she advised that rock cubes that
paved the Kaleni¢ market, if its reconstruction was ever to take place,
should definitely be deposited at the Museum. She tried not to miss any
museum event, at which she was always a welcomed guest. With a gentle
smile, I also recall my frequent visits to her home, where, sipping
homemade red wine, we discussed small and big life issues.

Rajka Radoici¢ passed away on 15 May 2023, less than a month before
her 98" birthday. As per her wishes, her ashes were placed in the Garden of
Remembrance at the New Cemetery in Belgrade. She was open-minded and
steadfast, a passionate scientist and researcher who approached everything
and everyone with an open heart and genuine interest. We are saddened that
she is no longer with us, but grateful for what she left behind. Finally, I
would like to express my deep respect and enormous gratitude for all her
support and help.

Aleksandra Maran Stevanovié
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In memoriam

AP PAJKA PAIONYN R
(1925-2023-2025)

Hayunm caBetHuk Pajka Pamonuwmh (1925-2023), peHOMEpaH T€0JIO0T U
jenaH oXl Haj3HaYajHUjUX MUKpONaJIeOHTONOra U Ouoctpaturpada aBaaece-
TOT BEKa, OCTaBHJIa j€ HEM30PUCHUB Tpar He CaMmo y CPIICKO] U jyrOCIOBEH-
ckoj Beh m cBerckoj mHaymu. IloBomom croromummmuile pohema Pajke
Pamonunh, ykpaTko je mpeacTaB/beHO OHO INTO j& YHHWIO FEH JKUBOT
JEOMHCTBEHOCT, KaKo OM OCTAao MHCAaHM Tpar O HEHO] JTMYHOCTH U Jely 3a
Oynyhe rerepanuje ncTpakupaya.

Pohena je 6. jyna 1925. rogune y Tpebumy (bocna un Xepuerosuna).
Yo6p3o motom, mopoamna Pamomumh mpecenuna ce Ha lletume (LlpHa
I'opa), y xojeM je poBena netubcTBo. Ca HemyHuX 16 ToauHa IPUCTYIIIIA
je Cagesy xomynuctnuke omiaguse Jyrocnasuje (CKOJ). Tokom Jpyror
CBETCKOT paTa MPHAPYKWIIA Ce TapTH3aHCKOM MOKPETY; TAaKo je yrno3Haja u
cBor Oymyher cympyra ymana bpctuny (1914-1994), kacamje reHepai-
majopa JHA. byayhu na je ogmaiena 3aBoiiena IpHUpoOIy, OTKpHBajyhu ca
CBOjUM OILIEM HETMPOXOAHE CTa3e LIPHOTOPCKUX BPJIETH, IO 3aBPILIETKY para
ynucana je crynuje I'eosnomiko-naneonronomnke rpymne I[Ipupoano-marema-
THUKOT (hakynTeTa YHUBep3uTeTa y beorpaay, Ha KojeM je U TUIIoMHupaia
1953. romune. Ca eJjbOM JAa IITO BUILIE BpPEMEHA IOCBETH TEPEHCKUM
UCTpaXUBambUMa, HUje IPUXBaTHIa TTOHY)eHO MecTo acucTeHTa Ha Pynap-
cko-reosomkoM (akynrery y beorpamy um 3amodena cBOjy KapHjepy y
3aBomy 3a reonomika W reousuuka HCTpaxuBama “TeozaBon” (maHac
l'eomomku 3aBox CpOuje), y KojeM je octama a0 NeH3uoHHcama 1981.
TOJIMHE.

Opn camor noueTka pana y ['eo3aBojy, akTHBHO € YKJbYUHIIA y U3paILy
OcHorue reonomke kapre Jyrocmasuje 1:100.000 (OI'K), y To Bpeme
jemHoM oj HajBehMX jyrocIOBEHCKHX IIpojeKaTa Koju je OHo ImoJia3Ha
OCHOBa 3a cBa Oynayha (yHIaMeHTallHA U IPUMEHECHA TeOJIONIKA HCTPAKH-
Bama. Kao W3BaHpenaH CTpydymak M CBECTpaH UCTPaKMBay, HA TEPEHY je
MOKpHBaJia 110CA0 PETHOHATHOT T'e0Jiora, MUKPOIAIEOHTOIOra, Haleoreo-
rpada u 6uoctparurpada. buna je He3a00MIa3HU YIaH MHOTUX T'€OJIOIIKUX
ekcrenuuyja u TuMona - u3 Lipue I'ope, Makenonuje, XpBarcke, CIIOBECHH-
je, Urammje, Typcke, Upaxka, JInbuje, a capahuana je u ca cTpydmarnmuma
m3 lIBajmapcke, Hemauke, @panimycke u I'puke. OcuM TEPEHCKUX HCTpa-
KUBamba, TACHOHUPAHO CE MMOCBETHIIA U JIAOOPATOPHjCKOM pajay MpoydaBa-
Jjyhu MHKpPOCKOIICKE TIperapaTe Ha OCHOBY KOJHX je oapeluBaia reosomnKy
CTapoCT CTeHa, MPBEHCTBEHO W3 ME3030MKa, alli M W3 MaJeo30MKa M
KCHO30MKa. Pe3ynTaTd HBEHHX MHUKPOIMAICOHTONONIKUX aHaIu3a JIOIpHU-
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HenM cy yHampehemy WHTeprpeTanuje U (QUHATU3AIUU Kapata U Tymada
OcHOBHE TeoJIolIKe KapTe Jyrocnasuje.

[ToueTkom mIe3neceTnx ToArMHA MPOIIIOT BeKa, OWila je aHTa)XOBaHa U
Ha u3pagu OcHoBHe reononike kapre Llpue Iope 1:100.000. Capahupana
ca BojehMM IPHOTOPCKMM reojo3uma — 3apujoM bermmhem, AHapujom
[TaBuhem, Mupkom u bparkom Mupkosuh u MHOTHM ApyruMa. Oapennna
je Bume ox 50 BpcTa Me3030jCKMX (DOCHIIM30BAaHUX &M, IPBH IIyT
oTkpuBeHux Ha noapydjy Lpae ['ope, mehy kojuma je 11 3a Hayky HOBUX
BpcTa. M3y3eTaH je \eH JHONMPUHOC CTpaTturpadckuM u majgeoreorpadycKum
mpoydaBamuMma Jexuinra 6okcurta Llpre ['ope m yTBphuBamy crapoctu
y30paka u3 1yookux OymotuHa L{pHoropckor npumMopja.

Ynopeno ca TEpeHCKHM HCTpaKUBambHMa OTIIOYENa je U HheHa HaydHa
kapujepa. JJokropcky muceprarujy “Ilameoexonmoruja m 6uoctparurpaduja
a0bepaHTHHX TUHTUHHHA Jyrocnasuje” oxOpanuna je y JbyOspanu 1962.
roguHe. ['ocToBana je kKao mpegaBay IO IMO3WBY Ha YHHUBEpP3UTETUMA Y
ITanoBu m Hanysey. HayuHu paj HacTaBuia U y TIEH3MOHEPCKUM JIaHUMA.
CaMocCTaTHO M Y KOayTOPCTBY, HACHTU(HUKOBaANA je Bulie o 90 mpencras-
HUKa 332 HAyKy HOBHX TaKCOHA, YKJbY4yjyhu po/ioBe M BPCTE KPEeUHAUKHX
anry, dopamuHudepa U Ipyrux (HOCHIM30BAHUX OpPraHH3aMa pPasIHYUTe
T'COJIONIKE CTAPOCTH.

Y 10MeHy MUKPOIIaJICOHTOJIOTH]E, je/THA j& O]l HAjIUTUPAHUjHX ayTopa.
Y xpyry Kojiera MajeoHTOJIOTa OWia je W3Y3eTHO yBakaBaHa. bpojHH
TaKCOHU Ha3BaHW cy Pajku y 4yacT - 1Ba 3a HayKy HOBa pojaa u 12 HOBHX
Bpcta. [ToBogom menor 80 pohenmana u 50 roguHa capaambe ca HTaldjaH-
CKMM HCTpaXKHBadYMMa OPTaHW30BaH je MehyHapoaHW HaydHH cKyml “Teo-
JIOTHja ¥ TAJICOHTOJIOTHja TEepHjaIpaHCcKor Toapydja” Ha ¢aKyITeTy
“@enepuxo UN” y Hanyspy (5-6. maj 2008), y unjem paay cy y4ecTBOBAIN
EMHHETHH HaYYHUIIH IIIUPOM CBETA.

Y nomeHy OuocTpaturpaduje ¥ JUTOCTpaTHrpaduje MINTKOBOIHUX
KapOOHaTa ME3030MKa TEepHjapaHCKOT MOJApyYja CMaTpa ce jeAHUM O
Haj3HAYAJHUjUX CTpydmaka Y capagmy ca HCTpakuBaumma 3 Harrysma,
Puma, ITagose, Ilanmepma n Kaspapuja, 3Ha9ajHO je DONPHHENA TyMadewhy
pETHOHAITHE TEOJIOTHje U PEKOHCTPYKIMjH ofHOca AnennHa u JluHapuna.
[To peurMa mEHUX UTATHjAaHCKUX KOJIeTa YMeJa je TOTOBO HEIIOTPEINBO J1a
MPEero3Ha Ta4aH CTPATHTPaPCKU MOJI0XKA] CeUMEHATA, YaK U CaMO HEKOIH-
KO CJI0jeBa YHYTap HEKOJMKO XWJbala MeTapa NeOJbHX CYyKIeCHja: ,,0BO
MUpHIIE Ha TOPEHU anT', MOTJIO C€ YyTH KaKo Kaxke, MPBH IyT rienajyhu
M3/IaHaK ¥ Ha Kpajy OMCTe OTKPUIIH 1A je Omiia y mpaBy.

CBoje 3Hame, UCKYCTBO M JbyDaB mpeMa T'eoJIOTHjH BEIMKOIYIITHO je
JieNria ca capaJHunuMa u MialjuM Kojerama, a CBOjUM MYJPUM CaBeTUMaA
Omia je moApIIKa M WHCIIMpaIlfja MHOTHM T'eHepalnnjaMa reojora. Y Hama,
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HBCHUM CJIEIOCHHUIIMA, TIEIOKYITHA HaydHU onyc Pajke Pamonunh n3asusa
nyOoko momToBame, jep Pajka je Owma y3op, W y4uTesb W TpHUjaTesb
MHOTHIMa OJ1 Hac. 3a cOOOM je OCTaBHJIA BUIIIEC O]l TPX CTOTHHE ITyOIMKOBA-
HUX paaoBa, o Kojux je BehnHa 00jaBJbeHA Yy PEHOMHUPAHHM CBETCKHM
HayYHUM YaCOIHCUMA.

kokok

[Ipebupam mo ycnomeHnama. Ceham ce 3ajemHUYKNX, HE TAKO YECTHX
ol1azaka Ha TepeH y Mokpy ['opy u okoyivHY, TJe MU je IoMarajia y
PEKOHCTPYKITHjHU Teosomke rpahe Tor moapydja. M myrux HohHHUX pa3roBo-
pa, yrIaBHOM YCMEPEHUX OIET Ha T€OJIOTHjy U MaJICOHTOIIOTH]Y, jep MU je
TeMa JIOKTopaTa Ouia JUBEP3UTET KpeAHe (ayHe Y MCTOYHO] W 3arajHoj
CpOuju. ITomorna mu je npu oapehuBamy (HOCHUIN30BaAHUX MHKPOACOIIH]ja-
I{dja W 3a MarucTapcKky M 3a JOKTOpPCKy aucepraiyjy. Kao m obOumue
Hay4YHE JUTepaType KOjy MU je IOHOCWIIA Ie TOoj Ja je myToBajia. bumna je
BEIIMKH TIpHjaTesb My3eja, KojeM je MOKIOHIIa OOMMHY KOJIEKIIH]Y Tperia-
paTta (GOCHIM30BAHMX AJITd U KOJICKIM]Y PYIUCTa KOje j€ ca MaJICOHTOJIO-
rom Jlecankom I[lejoBuh cakynuna Ha JIOKaJIMTETHMAa IIUPOM OWBIIE
Jyrocnaswmje. [lpuceham ce u meHe uzaeje o npecebewy [Ipupoamadkor
My3eja y 3rpamy JKenmesHWUYKe CTaHHUIE IO 3aTBapamy ¢ 003MpoM na je
My3sej npeueHujama y mpuBpeMeHOM cMmeinTajy. Kao u mpemnora ma ce
KOIIKe KojuMma je mnoruioyana Kanenwh mnujana, kama mohe mo meHe
PEKOHCTPYKITHje, CBaKako OJijIoke y 30upke Myseja. Tpynuna ce ma He
MPOIYCTH HUjedaH My3ejCKu aoraljaj, Ha KoMme je yBek Omia pano BuljeH
roct. Ca ocmexoMm ce npuceham U CBOjUX Y€CTUX OjJIa3aka Y BeH J0M, TJIe
CMO, y3 dYammily jgomaher BUHA, pa3Marpalie Majia W BEJIHKa >KHBOTHA
MUTamkA.

Pajka Pamounuuh je mpemunyna 15. maja 2023, HenmyHUX Mecel| JaHa
mpe cor 98. pohenmana. [lomryjyhu meHy jkeJby, BEH IEIeO je pacyT y
Bpty cehamwa nHa HoBom rpoGsby y Beorpany. buna je oTBopeHor yma u
MOCTOjaHa, CTPACTBEHA HAyYHHIIA W HCTPAKUBAUWIA, KOja j€ CBakora
J0YEKHBaja OTBOPEHOI CpLia U UCKPEHOI MHTepecoBama. TyKHU CMO ILTO
je ca Hama BHIIIEe HEMa, ajli CMO 3aXBaJIHM Ha OHOME IITO HaM j€ OCTaBUIIa
y amaneT. Ha kpajy Oux mckaszanga cBoje ITyOOKO NOIITOBAaWmE W BEIUKY
3aXBaJTHOCT 3a CBY H-€HY MOJAPIIKY U TTOMON.

Anexcanopa Mapan Cmesanoguh





