In memoriam

PAJIMIIA JAHUU R
(1951-2018)

Paguma Januuh, Goranuuap u penoBuu npodecop DapmarieyTckor
¢akynrera y beorpany, OMO je Iyroroaumimy capajHUK, HOIITOBAJAIl U
omanu mpujatess llpupoamadkor Myseja. MHOTO myTa je 3a Tymauema
HayYHUX OTKpuha W TPUIpPEMy CBOJUX KIbHIa KOPHCTHO MOJAaTKe W3
I'enepannor xepOapujyma bajkanckor monyocTpBa WM JHTEPaTypy Y
My3ejckoj Ombmmotenn. Kan rox je mMao NpWIMKY HMCTHIA0 je 3HA4aj
My3eja ka0 HaydHe U 00pa30BHE YCTAHOBE, U YYECTBOBAO j€ Y BOXKHUjUM
My3€jCKHM IporpamMuMma ¥ Manugecranujama. buo je mMeHoBaH 3a mpen-
ceHUKa YTpaBHOT o10opa My3eja, anu ra je 31paBCTBEHO CTambE CIIPEUH-
JI0 1a Ty JTy>)KHOCT Mpey3Me.

Iopen penoBHux mnpenaBama Ha DapmaieyrckoMm dakynrery Paguina

Janunh® je xao roctyjyhu npodecop apxkao npeaaBama U Ha bruosomkom
¢akynrery y Beorpamy, u 01O je MEHTOp MarMCTapCKUX W JOKTOPCKHX

® Buorpadcke momatke u 6ubmmorpadujy Bumetu y: Jlakymmh, B., Crojamosuh, JI.
CnaBkoBcka, B. (2019) In memoriam: IIpod. ap. Paguma Jamumh (1951-2018). —
Botanica serbica 43 (in press).
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pamoBa. Y HAy4YHOM paJy 3HAJIAYKH j¢ TMOBE3WBAO (YyHJAaMEHTANIHA U
MPUMEhEeHA HCTPAXKHUBAKA, OTKPUBAjyhM TaKCOHOMCKY BPEIHOCT HEKUX
cnenupUIHNX 0COOMHA JICKOBUTUX OmJbaka. buo je wian dapmareyTckor
npymTBa Cpowuje, Jpymrsa ekonora Cpouje, Cprckor OHOJONIKOT IPYII-
TBa m Mehynapogne Opranmsanmje 3a (pUTO-TAKCOHOMCKa HCTpaKMBamba
Meautepanckor nouapy4dja (OPTIMA), kao u Ondopa 3a (iaopy U Bereramu-
jy CAHY. Ayrop je u koayTop MHOTOOPOjHUX YIIOCHHKA, KIbUTa, WiaHaKa
y HayYHHM M CTPYyYHHM YacomUcHMa W 300pHHIMMA, W CAOMIITCHA Ha
HAIlHOHAJHUM M MelyHapoAHWM HaydYHUM CKYIOBHUMa, Y KOjUMa je Ha
jemHOCTaBaH, pa3yMJbUB U MPHjEMYUB HAYUH CAOIIITABA0 M HAjCIIOKEHUja
Hay4YHa TyMauerha U UCTHHE.

Moskna HajTauHKje, a cBakako Hajiemnme, Pagumy Janunha, npodecopa
¥ YOBEKa, OINHMCYjy PEeYd MHOTOOpPOJHHMX CTyAEHAaTa CIIOHTaHO O0jaBJbeHE
MTOBOJIOM E-ErOBe CMPTH Ha Facebook crpanuiu daxynrera:

,,Ce0j, Hacmejan, dobponamepawn, noceehemn, epcman npedasad,
oyxoeum! Jeoan 00 pemxux!*

,Jedan 00 manobpojrux npoghecopa Koju je 6uo 2ocnooun npoghe-
cop. ... buna je uacm bumu re206 cmyoenm u noiazamu UCHUM Koo
weaa.”

,, Hcnum cam cnpemana ca naxohom u 3a0060bcmeom 3axganyjyhu
... 000poj KWU3U KOja uncnupuule,... xeana Bam npoghecope wimo cme
HaM ... YKA3aaU Ha 3Hauaj bomanuxe Ha Hajaenuiy mo2yhu Havun.*

,,Cmeapno moey da kasicem 0a cam buo cpehinuk jep cam ynao y
JeOHy 00 Fe208ux ceHepayuja u umMao NpUIUKe 0a uyjem u eUouM cee
wezcose npuye.

,, Tako npujaman u ckpomar woseek, a onem maxKo eeruxu npogecop!
bomanuka mu je buna Hajunmepecnmuuju u Hajrenuy npeomem moKom
cmyouja.*

Kana crynenrt, koju ce cipema 3a papMareyTcKy CTpyKy IZie Cy OMJbKe
caMO CHpPOBHMHA WM WHCIHUpanmja 3a JeK, Kake Ja My je OoTaHuka
HajIIeNIIy TPeIMET, OHJa TO HE TOBOPH TOJIUKO O TPEIMETY, KOJIHKO O
mpodecopy KOju Taj TMpenMeT Ipenaje, O HEroBOM 3Hamky W yMmehy
TIpeHoIIeka 3Hama. A Paaguma Januuh jecte 6no mpenaBad, U MpUIIOBEIaY,
par excellence, ne camo Ha (akynrery Beh u y cBojuM yuOeHUIMMA,
HaYYHUM U TIOMYJIAPHUM KEbHTaMa, y jaBHUM IIpeJaBakbuMa U HaCTyluMa y
TEJIEBU3UJCKUM €MHCHjaMa, alli W Yy CBaKOAHEBHMM pasroBOpuUMa ca
CTYyJICHTHMa, KoJIeraMa U TpHjaresbiMa. JeTHOCTaBHO, MOPAJH CTE Jia ra
ciymare U ga My Bepyjere. Ceham ce na ra je Ha oTBapamy H3I0XKOe
[Ipuponmaukor myseja, 3eI€HO U IPHO — IpUYa O 4ajy, npexo 250 Jpyau
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CIIyIIAJIO y TIOTITYHO] THIIWHU YUTaBUX 45 MUHyTa — cTojehn jemne TMypHe
neremMoOapceke BeuepHu uctpen [amepuje. 3aHeceHN 3aHUMIBHBOM H YKUBO-
MUCHOM TIPUYOM O HCTOPUjU W OnarojgeTnma 4aja, 3a00paBWiId Cy Ha
xnajHohy u Biary koje cy 3amnocene Kanemernan.

CBoja Hay4Ha WCTpaxuBama Pamgmma Jamumh je mocBeTHo OMibKama
KOje MMajy KBaJUTET BHUIIE jep MOTy Ja HaMm yOmaxe OOJ U MOMOTHY Yy
0op6u ca Oonectuma. Hapounty maxmy roanHaMa je nocBehnBao Bpcrama
pona Mentha, xoje cy mpema rpuykoj MUTOJIOTHjH HACTaje O JIeIoBa Tela
BosleHe HUM{e MeHTe, U y KOjUMa Cy ce cadyBajie HeHa JbYNKOCT U
nobpora. He 3Ham ma nm je Ha u3bop P. Janumha ytunana um meroa
3aMHTEPECOBAHOCT 32 MUTOJIOTHjY, aji OBa IpHYa FOBOPH Ja Cy MEHTE Ol
Bajkama Owie OnMcKke 4YOBeKy. BekoBmMa cy rajeHe W IpoydaBaHe H
SKCIIEPIMEHTHCAHO je ca coprama W xuOpuamma. Mehyrtum, Pamuma
Janunh je OTKpHO HOBe BpJO 3HAayYajHE NOAATKE M OOIIA0 IO HOBHUX
TyMadema W pa3jallliberha, BPEJHUX Jia Ce IMPEeToue y pecleKTabwiHy
noktopcky aucepranujy (1984) u Behu Opoj pamoBa. HcrpakuBama cy ra
oJBeNla jour ngasbe, A0 oTKpuha HoBe Bpcre MeHTe (Mentha serbica), no
Taja Hero3HaTe y HaylH, U TO Ha CAaCBUM OOMYHOM M HH MaJIO aTPaKTHB-
HOM MecTy. To mokasyje ma je mpema m3penu: omkpuhie je caznedamu OHO
Wmo je ceaxo 8udeo, U pamutl/bamiy Kako HUKo Huje pasmuuinvao (Albert
von Szent-Gyorgyi, 1893—1886), Paguma Janunh ymeo na Bumu, anu u 1a
CXBaTH 3Ha4aj ¥ BPEIHOCT OHOT'a IITO j& BHJIEO.

OpnnyHO NO3HaBamke OOTaHHWKE, 3aBUIHO 00pa30Bamke M 3aMHTEPECOBa-
HOCT 32 yMETHOCT M UCTOPH]y LIMBHJIM3ALIUj€, OACIMKAaHy U KPO3 BEpPOBamba
W MHUTOBE Be3aHe 3a OMJbKe, y3 OJJHETOBAaHH CTHII KOjUM Cy HaIlUCaHEe, YUHE
kibure P. Januuha npuBnayHuM ¥ 3a mupu Kpyr untanana. To ce HApOIUTO
OJHOCH Ha pOMaHCHPaHy UCTOpHjy OoTaHuKe y Kibu3u Cetu xpact (2000),
npuay o Maciuand (Moja maciuHa, 2005) 1 HEKONIMKO KiuTa nmocBehennx
JIEKOBUTUM M 3aYMHCKAM Orubkama. Papwmia Jamgwh je Tako ocTBapmo u
MPOCBETUTEJbCKY MHCHjy, IITO HOTBPYjy M peud jEAHOT OJ HEroBHX
cTynenara: ,,/Ipogecop, xoju me Huje Hayyuo oa 3uam Ousmke el 0a ux
Hezyjem, nowimyjem, yyeam, cayuam, ucmpasicyjem... /la ux eonum!“
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In memoriam
RADISA JANCIC
(1951-2018)

Radisa JancCi¢, botanist and tenured professor at the Faculty of
Pharmacy in Belgrade, was a long-time collaborator, admirer and devoted
friend of the Natural History Museum. He used data from the General
Herbarium of the Balkan Peninsula or literature from the Museum library,
on many occasions while interpreting scientific discoveries or working on
his books. Whenever he had the opportunity, he emphasised the importance
of the Museum as a scientific and educational institution and participated in
major Museum programmes and events. He was appointed Chairman of the
Managing Board of the Museum, but his health issues prevented him from
taking over this duty.

In addition to regular lectures at the Faculty of Pharmacy, Radisa

Jan¢i¢® was a visiting professor at the Faculty of Biology in Belgrade, as
well as a mentor for Master's and PhD theses. In his scientific work, he lin-
ked fundamental and applied research with knowledge, revealing the taxo-
nomic value of certain specific characteristics of medicinal plants. He was a
member of the Pharmaceutical Society of Serbia, the Society for Ecologists
of Serbia, the Serbian Biological Society and the Organisation for the
Phyto-Taxonomic Investigation of the Mediterranean Area (OPTIMA), as
well as the Committee for Flora and Vegetation of the Serbian Academy of
Sciences and Arts. He was the author and co-author of numerous textbooks,
books, articles published in scientific journals and proceedings, as well as
presentations at national and international scientific meetings, where he
communicated the most complex scientific interpretations and facts in a
simple and understandable way.

The words of many students, spontaneously posted on the Facebook
page of the Faculty on the occasion of his death, probably most correctly —
and certainly most beautifully — describe Radisa Janci¢, both as a professor
and a man:

“Original, smiling, benevolent, dedicated, superb lecturer, witty!
One of the few such people!”

“One of the few professors who was the gentleman professor ... It
was an honour to be his student and take his exam.”

® See biographical data and bibliography in: Lakusi¢, B., Stojanovié, D. Slavkovska, B.
(2019) In memoriam: Prof. Radisa Janci¢, Ph.D. (1951-2018) — Botanica serbica 43 (in
press).
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“I prepared the exam with ease and pleasure, thanks to ... a good
textbook that inspires ... Thank you, Professor, for showing us the
importance of botany in the best possible way.”

“I can honestly say that I was a lucky man because I belonged to
one of his generations of students and had the opportunity to hear all
his stories.”

“Such a pleasant and modest man, and such a great Professor!
Botany was my favourite and most interesting course.”

When a student preparing for the pharmaceutical profession — where
plants happen to be nothing more than raw materials or an inspiration for a
cure — says that botany was his favourite course, that tells much more about
the professor who teaches the course then about the course itself. It speaks
about a teacher’s knowledge and his ability to transfer it to the others. And
Radisa Janci¢ certainly was a lecturer and narrator par excellence, not only
at the faculty but also in his textbooks, scientific and popular books, public
lectures and TV appearances, as well as in daily conversations with
students, colleagues and friends. You simply had to listen to him and trust
him. I remember the opening of the exhibition of the Natural History
Museum, “Green and Black — The Story of Tea”, when more than 250
people listened him in total silence for 45 minutes, standing in front of the
Gallery on a gloomy December night. Taken by the interesting and
colourful story about the history and benefits of tea, they completely forgot
the coldness and moisture on Kalemegdan.

Radisa Janci¢ has dedicated his scientific research to the plants that
have a quality more, as they had the power to alleviate pain and help fight
diseases. For years, he paid special attention to the species of the genus
Mentha, which according to Greek mythology originated from parts of the
body of the water nymph Minthe, preserving her loveliness and kindness. 1
do not know if the choice of R. Jan¢i¢ was influenced by his interest in
mythology, but this story tells that the mints were close to man since the
times of yore. They have been cultivated and studied, and there have been
many experiments with their varieties and hybrids. RadiSa Janc¢i¢, however,
discovered new, extremely important data, reaching new interpretations and
clarifications, worthy of a respectable doctoral dissertation (1984) and a
number of papers. The research took him even further, all the way to the
discovery of the new species of mint (Mentha serbica), which was
unknown to science at the time, and moreover, in a completely ordinary
and not very attractive location. This shows that, according to the saying:
“discovery consists of seeing what everybody has seen and thinking what
nobody has thought* (4lbert von Szent-Gyorgyi, 1893—1886), Radisa Janci¢
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had the ability to see, but also to understand the significance and value of
that what he had seen.

Excellent knowledge of botany, enviable education and interest in the
arts and history of civilisation reflected in beliefs and myths related to
plants, coupled with a well-groomed style, make books that were written by
R. Janci¢ attractive also to a wider circle of readers. This particularly refers
to the romanticised history of botany presented in the book Holy Oak
(2000), the story of the olive (My Olive, 2005) and several books dedicated
to medicinal and spice plants. Radi$a Janci¢ thus also accomplished the
mission of enlightenment, as confirmed by the words of one of his students:
“Professor who did not teach me to know plants, but how fto nurture,
respect, protect, listen to, explore... how to love them!”

Olja Vasi¢
My3ejcKku caBETHHK

Museum adviser

[puponmauku my3ej beorpan
Natural History Museum Belgrade
Received: 29 Nov. 2018; Accepted: 15 Dec. 2018.
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