In memoriam

TOJVHE U ITYTEBU HUKOJIE JAKJIWhA
(1925-2008)

JIECET I'OJIMHA [TOCJIE

Hp Huxomny I[I/IKJ'II/Iha®, taga Beh mosHaTOr jyrocimoBeHCKOr OOTaHH-
yapa, ymno3Hana cam y CapajeBy maBHe 1974, na Kourpecy Ouosora
JyrocmaBuje. Hucam Tama Hu cinytmia na hemo tauno 10 roguHa KacHuje,
KaJla Me KUBOTHHU IyT AoBeze y llpupoamadkn Mmysej, y kome je oH Beh
panuo 31 roxuHy, moctaTu He caMo OJMCKH capagHULU Beh U MPUBPKEHH
1 OZaHU NPHjaTEIbH.

® JletasbHu TIpUKA3 KUBOTA U pajia U KoMIUIeTHy 6ubmuorpadujy H. Jlukmiha sunety y:
Vasi¢, O. 2008, Nikola Dikli¢ (1925-2008). — Flora Mediterranea 18: 615—640. (enrie-
ckn), Vasi¢, O. 2009; In memoriam: Nikola Dikli¢ (1925-2008). — Bulletin of the Natural
History Museum, Belgrade 2: 155-212. (srpski/engleski).
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CakonHeBHO y My3sejy, ald W Ha 3ajeJHUYKUM IIyTOBamHMa H
OopaBIMMa Ha MHOTOOPOjHMM KOHTPECHMa, caThiMa CMO pa3roBapaifl o
Onspkama, TyMauehy HOMEHKIIaTypHHX U TAKCOHOMCKHX 3aBp3JiaMa, UCKYC-
TBUMa M porahajuMa ca TepeHa, pellaBamy 3aMpIICHHX W 4eCTO €HUIMa-
TUYHMX TT0/IaTaka y JUTepaTypH, Kao U O Pa3IMIUTHM acCIeKTHMa, T0KHB-
JbajuMa U MaHu(ecTalrjaMma KUBOTa.

W mpe Hero mTo cam mouena na paguMm y Ilpupommadxkom mysejy,
MOBPEMEHO caM Jiofasmia koj jnp Jdukinuha Ha pa3roBop W KOHCYJTaIHje.
Huje Mu Ono MeHTOp, Yyak HU MOTCHIWjAIHU WIaH KOMHUCHjE 3a OLEHY U
0o0paHy MarmcTapckor paja, ajiu je yBeK OWo BOJbaH Ja Me NPUMH U
CIIpeMaH Ja ca MHOM IIPOBEJe KOJIMKO TOJl je BpeMeHa MoTpeOHo. YOp30
caM OTKpWJIa Jla HUCaM jeJlMHa KOja KOJl ihera J10Jla3u 10 caBeTe, moMoh u
noapiiky. UwHMIM Ccy TO MHOTM OOTaHWYapW pa3HUX TeHepanuja |
onpenesbema, He camo m3 beorpama Beh m w3 Hosor Cama, Hwuma,
JleckoBma, CapajeBa, 3arpe6a, Jbyospane, Cxkompa. Onmudan mo3HaBajiar
¢nope Cpbuje u bankana, y MaHupy HeceOWYHOr W IOOpPOHAMEPHOT
y4HTeJha U MYJIPOT CaBETOJABIA, PAJ0 j€ NIENHO CBOja 3Hama M MCKYCTBa
CTEUYCHA Y HAYYHOM M MY3€jCKOM pany. AJH, ¥ KaO0 YOBEK Ca IIHMPOKUM
WHTEpecOoBakbUMa MW OOraTMM >KMBOTHUM HMCKYCTBOM, OHO je M BeoMa
MpHjaTtaH ¥ 3aHUMJBHB CaroBopHUK. MIMao je u mocebaH nap Ja yYUHH Ja
ce y HBEroBOM JIPYIITBY cBako oceha mpujaTHO 1 100poaonuio. Yak u kamga
je yKa3uBao Ha TPEUIKEe W MPOIYCTe, WIK WX KOMEHTapHcao, YHHUO je TO
NaXJbUBO, BoJehy pauyHa J1a He MOBPEH JOCTOjaHCTBO CarOBOPHHUKA.

Heros onnazak y TeH3Wjy HHje NMPEKMHYO HU HAIly Capajmby HUTH
cycpere u pa3roBope. A 00aBe3HH, Takopehin puTyanHu 1€0 CBAKOT Haiier
cycpera Ouno je nurtame Koje je np Juxnuh y HEeKOM TpeHYTKy TOKOM
pasroBopa peOBHO MOCTABJhA0, MOXKIA BUIIIE CEOM HErO MEHHU: ,,ja ce camo
numam Osma, 20e odowe cee me 2odune?. MUCIHO je HA CBUX OHHX 37
roAnHa KoJmuKo je mposeo y [lpupoamaukom Mmysejy, aqud M Ha TOIUHE
CTyJMpama U Ha OHE HAKOH OJJacKka y TMEH3Hjy Koje Cy JO0OpHM JelioM
Takole 6uie moceehene 6nsbKama.

A o TOME 2de cy omuuine cee me 200une, TOBOPUIH CY OHJZIA, & TOBOPE U
caja, JleceT rofiMHa HaKOH H-eroBEé CMPTH, HE caMO MHOTOOpojHH Beh u
M3y3eTHO BPEOHM W 3HA4YajHU pe3yiTaTh Koje je ocTtBapuo Oasehm ce
0OTaHMYKOM HAyKOM U TPaKCOM, M KOjH Cy Ta YUYHHWIN HajBehuM cprickum
O6oranmuapeM XX Beka, W jeqHUM o]l Hajehux cprckux OoTaHWYapa H
HaYYHHKA YOIIIITE.

Y xwuBoty Hukone [uknuha roawHe W AaTyMH WMajy CBOjEBPCHY
cumboimky. Pohen je 19. mememOpa 1925, tayno 30 roguHa HakoH
ocaHmBama llpupoamaukor myseja y beorpamy (19. memembap 1895), y
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KOMe je TIpoBeo Iieo pagHu Bek. Iloueo je na pamm 19. nenem6pa 1953, Ha
cBOj 28, ogHocHO 58. pohengan My3eja, a y TIeH3Hjy je oTumiao takohe 19.
neuemo6pa (1990). Ha crotu pohennan Myseja, 1995, nobuo je auruiomy
Custos Musei Historiae Naturalis, honoris causa, ¥ Tako TMOCTA0 TPBH
Kyctoc u3 [Ipupoamadkor My3eja ca TUTYJIOM ITOYacHOT KycToca.

Tokowm Bumie on 50 roguna H. duknuh je 6o kycroc, UCTpaxuBad H
HAYYHUK, KA0 U HE3BAHUYHH YYUTEJb MHOTMM OOTaHUYApHMA U TIPUPOTHHa-
muma. CTtora ¢y ce HheroB )HBOT U PaJ] OJBHjalH HA HEKOJIMKO Pa3IMIUTHX
nyteBa. Heku cy Tpajamu nyxke, Heku Kpahe, Heku Cy OWJIM CTalHU U
KOHTHHYHUPAHU, & HEKH ca MPEKHIuUMa, ald CBU Cy, OWIO TapaseiiHH,
YKPIITCHU WM UCTIPETICTEHH, BOJIUIIN Ka JeTHOM LUJbY: yBehaBamy 3Hamba
o ¢uiopu CpOuje W yro3HaBalkby HaydyHE U IIMPE jJaBHOCTH Ca EbCHUM
3Ha4ajeM U BpeJHOCTHMA.

Kama je momao y Mysej, mpBu mocao OHO My je Aa Hay4YHO H
My3eoJomky o0panu (MaeHTHHNKYje, KIacupuKyje, BaIopu3yje, TOKyMeH-
Tyje, KOH3epBHpa), MO3aMallHy KOJIMYMHY HeoOpaheHor W HecpeleHor
OWJBHOT MaTepHjalia KOjHu Cy CaKyIMIN FBErOBH PETXOTHHIIH.

buo je To moderak HacTajama My3ejcke OOTaHWYKE 30MpKe, MMO3HATE
kao ['enepamnu xepOapujym baikanckor moiyocTpBa, KOjy je OCHOBao,
yTeMesbHo U KoHunupao Hukona Jlnkiuh, v Kojy je romuHaMa KOHTHHYH-
paHO U MPEAAHO yBehaBao, " IJIAHCKHU U CUCTEMAaTUYHO YIIOTITYEHaBao.

Pram, CyBa mnanuna, 3natubop, Hepnancka u CuheBauka kimcypa,
caMmo cy Heka ox mojapydja mupom CpOuje Ha KOjuMa je Cakylsbao HOBE
IpUMEpKe Omshbaka, YIOPHO W HCTPajHO OcBajajyhm TutaHwHE, KIHCYPE,
KawboHe U jojuHe. Tokom Hekoiuko jaenenuja H. Juknmuh je maudHO
Cakynmuo 0e3Majo MOJIOBUHY OJ OKO Iojla MHJIMOHA NpUMepaka KOJIHKO
naHac o0yxBara My3ejcKu XepOapHjyMm.

Tako je Hacrama OoTaHnuka 30MpKa Koja je 3a ayro Owna W jenuHa
O0oTaHnuyka HayyHa W My3ejcka 30upka y CpOuju, cpehena, ypehena u
OpraHM30BaHa TaKO Ja MPeJCTaB/ba CBOjEeBPCHY 0a3y mojaTaka Kao OIMII-
JBHBH JI0Ka3 0 nuBep3uTery ¢uiope Cpouje u bankana, u xoja je mokaszaresb
OWMHAMHKE U MIpaBalia leHUX MPOMEHa y MpocTopy U BpeMeHy. Kao Taksa,
Ouna je, a ¥ caja je, He3ao0WIIa3Ha y pajy TeHepalrja 0oTaHnYapa, Kako u3
My3eja Tako u U3 APYTUX HAYYHUX W 00Pa30BHUX WHCTHUTYIHja Y 3€MJBH U
W3 UHOCTPAHCTBA.

Ty ce Ha npumep Hanase U npumepuu Nepeta rtanjensis, Nepeta
ernesti-mayeri m Althaea vranjensis, xao u npuMepru jom 11 OmIBHHX
TakcoHa JIO Tajla HENmo3HaTWX y Hayiu, U 310 TakcoHa 3a Koje ce HHje
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3HaJo Aa pacty y Cpouju, a xoje je orkpuo H. luxmuh. Oe u MHOTE IpyTe
(diIopuUCTHYKE W TAKCOHOMCKE TMOJIaTKe, MPHUKYIUbEHE Ha TEpPeHy WIN
otkpuBeHe y 30mpuu, H. [duxmuh je ob6jaBuo y 586 ayrtopckux u
KOAyTOPCKHUX OMOIMOrpadCKuX jeAMHATIA.

OBuM pesynratuma ap Jukiumh je jacHo W HEABOCMHUCIIEHO TOKa3ao U
Ia ¢y y ay0oKkoj 3a0ynu CBU OHH KOjU CY TBPAWIHN Ja Cy (DJIOPUCTHIKA U
TAKCOHOMCKa HCTpPaXKHBabha 3acTapelia W TpeBasuljeHa, W jJa ux Tpeda
MOTIYHO W TPajHO 3aMEHUTH ,,MOJICPHOM" (PUTOIICHOJIOTHjOM.

Takohe, apryMeHTOBaHO je TOKa3ao Ja camMoO TayHH M IMOYy3JaHH
(IIOPUCTHYKY U TAKCOHOMCKH IIO/Iall MOTY J1a TapaHTyjy BEPOJIOCTOjHE U
MpaBUIIHE 3aKJbYYKE U TyMadyea M3 CPOJHUX, MPUMEHEHUX U TPaHUIHUX
OOTaHMYKHX JIUCHMIUIMHA. Tako je 3a7o0u0 MOIITOBAaKkE M IMOBEPCHE
KOJIeTa U3 TUX OOJIaCTH, Ta je 9eCTO PaJHno eKCIEePTCKYy HWACHTH(HKALN]Y
MaTtepujaia U TUMe 00e30ejuBao M TayHEe TAKCOHOMCKE, XOPOJIOIIKE M
eKOJIOIIKE TIo/IaTKe. 3a y3BpaT, Koylere Cy My MHOTIO IyTa IIOHYIUIIE
KOayTOpCTBO y paloBMMa 3a Koje je mpyxuo nmomoh. be3 usyserka, cBaky
TakBy mnoHyny ap [dukmuh je ca MHOro o03mpa W TakTa, ajqd OJIUTY4HO
onoujao. CMaTpao je HEJOCTOJHUM Jla CE€ Kao KOoayTop TIojaBbyje Y
pazoBuMa u3 00JlacTH KojuMa ce HHuje O0aBmo. [Ipumagao je BpeMeHy Kana
ce Hay4YHH JOTPUHOC MEPHO CYIITHHCKOM BpeqHOuIhy W 3HadajeM 00jaB-
JbEHUX pe3yJiTara, a He MyKUM OpojeM pazoBa M GopmarHUM mpedpojaBa-
BEM LUTHpaHOCTH, Maja ap [uxnuhy HuMjegaH on Ta OBa eleMEHTa HU
JaHac He OW HeloCTajao.

3name o0 (aopu Cpbuje, u 6orata GOoTaHWYKA 30MpKa Y K0jOj je CBaKH
nprUMepaKk Tpolao Kpo3 Bmerose pyke, aamu cy ap Hukmuhy ciobomy n
curypHoCT na ce kao wian Oxbopa 3a ¢uopy u Bereranmjy CAHY, uuju je
uyigaH Ouo 43 roamHe, MPUXBAaTH 3aXTEBHE W OJTrOBPHE yJOTe JHIEpA y
m3paau eaunuje Gmopa CP Cpouje (1970-1976, 1977, 1986).

[Mopen Tora mTo je 0Opaavo OKO jeJHE METWHE OJ] YKyHmHOr Opoja
TaKCOHA, HEroBa CTPyYHA PEBU3Mja TEKCTOBA OCTAIIMX ayTopa 3HAauYajHO je
JIOTIPUHENIA KBAJIUTETY, KOMIIETEHTHOCTH U pedepeHTHOCTH enuije. Tako
je np Juxnuh, 3axBasbyjyhul CBOM 3HaWy M BEJIMKOM MCKYCTBY Yy PUMEHU
KIacu(pUKAIMOHNX, TAKCOHOMCKHUX M HOMCHKJIIATYPHUX MPHUHIUIA U TIpa-
BUJIa, OMO HE3BAHUYHH, AJTH CYIITUHCKH PEIAKTOP M3 CCHKE OBE KAITUTATHE
eIWIIFje OJ M3Y3eTHOT HAIMOHIHOT M MehyHaponHor 3Hauaja. [locsehe-
HOCT, C€HTYy3HWja3aM M yrnopHocT jap Juknuha y MHOrOME Cy JONpHHETH Ja
0caM OCHOBHUX TOMOBA T€ eIuIMje OyJie CYKIIECUBHO 00jaBJbEHO 3a CaMo
IIeCT roJiuHa, anu u aa ce Beh 1992, camo 1iecT rojgnHa HaKOH 00jaB/bUBA-
Ba JIECETOr ToMa (Ipyra IOIyHa), T0jaBH IPBH TOM IPYTOT W3Aama (IIof
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HazuBoM ®rnopa Cpbwuje). pyru tom objaBibeH je Tek 2012, 10 romuna
1ocJie IpBOT, U YeTUPHU TOJMHE HAKOH cMpTH ap duknuha.

Mapa je 3a pag Ha @mopu CP Cpbwuje ap Hyxumh, 3ajexHo ca ocramum
ayropuMma, HarpaleH ca naBe BHCOKe apkaBHe Harpaae (Oxrobapcka
Harpaga Ckymurtuse rpaga beorpana, 1970, Ceamojyncka narpana [pen-
cenaumTBa PenyOimmke CP Cpbwuje, 1988), 0o meroBoj u3y3eTHoj yino3u
3HA4Yajy 3a OBY €AUIIH]y TOBOPE JBE Harpaje Koje je M0O0uo JTUIHO, U TO O
Kojiera My3eajama u OoraHuuapa. Mysejcko apyimrso CpOuje JT0Aeauio
My je Harpany ,,Muxajno BanarpoBuh™ 3a n3y3eTHH AONPUHOC MOjeIMHIA
(1987), a nnocTpanu 6otanudapu CpeOpHy miakeTy: Fondazione internazio-
nale pro Herbario Mediterraneo (Ilanepmo, Utanuja 2001).

TokoMm cBUX roauHa NpoBeAeHUX y My3ejy, aau M HaKOH OAjacKa y
neHsujy, ap Huximh ce 0aBHMO W IPYTHM IIOCIOBHMa KOjH HHUCY OWIH
IUPEKTHO Be3aHu 3a (iopy CpOuje, anmu UM je oHa Ouiia MoBOJ, pasjor WK
nHCIpanyja. bro je ypemHuk Hexonmuko kmura u vaconwuca (®iopa CP
Cpbwuje 10, Jocud Ilanuwnh, cabpana mena 1 u 2, ['macuuk [Ipupogmadakor
My3€ja) M WIaH M3JIJaBaYKUX 000pa HEKOJUKO KAIUTAJTHUX HAI[MOHATHUX
enunja (Pnopa Cpbuje, Bereraumja CpoOuje, Llpena xmwura ¢iope
Cpbuje).

AKTHBHO j€ y4eCTBOBAO y Pajiy jyrOCIOBEHCKHX M CPIICKHX OHOJIOII-
KX HAyYHHX M CTPYKOBHHX JApymTaBa. Y MelyHapomHOj OOTaHHYKO]
opraamzanju OPTIMA (Organization for the Phyto-Taxonomic Investiga-
tion of the Mediterranen Area), unju je unan nocrao 1977, camo 3 rogune
HaKOH HEHOT OCHHBama, 0Wo je wian MelyyHaponHor ondopa (Internatio-
nal Board), W3BpmHor kommutera (Executive Council) m Komwmcuje 3a
kosekiuje u xepoapujyme (Commission for collections and herbaria), a 'y
nepuoay 1989-1995. u notnpeaceHUK.

Toxom 30 rogmHa peOBHO je YYECTBOBAO HAa CBUM KOHTPECHMa OBE
opranusauyje, a kaga je 2004. y beorpany, y opranuzanuju [lpupoamau-
kor Mmyseja, onpxkaH XI xonrpec OPTIMA (XI OPTIMA Meeting) H.
Huxnmhy je ypyuena 3natHa menasa (OPTIMA Gold Medal) 3a »uBOTHO
neno. Tume cy meroBa NPUBPIKEHOCT, OAAHOCT U JbyOaB mpeMa OOTaHHLIN
KpyHHCaHU HarpaaoM kojy OPTIMA nonesbyje caMoO BPXyHCKHUM CBETCKUM
OoTaHmYapuMa.

V neuenuju koja Hac nenu ox cMpti Huxone J{uximmha, necune cy ce
MHOT€ TIPOMEHE, HeKe T00pe, a HeKe U He Oarll TokeJbHE, y ApKaBU K0joj je
010 MPUBpPKEH W 0/1aH, NOJIUTHUIM KOjy je MaXXJbHBO MPATHO, KUBOTY KOjH
je IeHNo M y KOME je YMeO J1a YKHBa, H Y OOTaHHIIN KOja je MpoKuMana u
o0enexxuna 1eo BHeroB KUBOT.
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MelyTiMm, NO3UTUBHY, 3HAYAJHU U BPEAHU PE3YJITaTH, TPAroBH, yTHULA-
ju m ogjerw roquHa 1 myteBa Hukone uknmha u 1ajke cy HeMpOMemeH! 1
ocrtahe Hen30pUCHBH.

Hacnenganmm n crnepbenumm np [duxmmha y Ilpupoamadkom mysejy
Opuny o ['enepanHom xepOapujymy bankanckor nonyoctpsa, u o Jukiu-
heBuM pagoBuMa, Kao O AparoleHoj HAY4YHO] U KyJITYpPHO] OAIITHHH YHjU
3Hayaj yBEJIHUKO MPEBa3HiIa3H HAMOHAIHE OKBHPE.

Pesynratu koje je ocTBapuo y HAyYHOM W MY3COJIOMIKOM paay o
M3y3eTHOr Cy 3Hauaja ¥ 3a MehyHapoJHy OOTaHWUYKY HAyKy jep caapike
rmoJaTke M WHQOpPMaIje HEONMXOJHE 3a CYIITHHCKO pa3yMeBame OWOIu-
BEep3UTeTa, JAMHAMUKEe U wucropuje duiope bamkanckor mnomyoctpBa U
MenuTepaHCcKOT MOAPYYja, AU YjeIHO HAJaXy M BUCOKE KPHUTEPHjyME Y
CI)IIOpI/ICTI/I‘IKI/IM " TaKCOHOMCKHUM UCTpaKUBamkbHUMaA.

Hukoma Jluxmuh je no cama jemnm Oortanwuap y CpOuju, a ca
n3ysetrkom I'puke u y Jyroucrounoj EBpomnu, Hocunan HajBumer melyHa-
POJIHOT OOTAHUYKOT TPU3HAKA 32 )KUBOTHO aeno, OPTIMA Gold Medal.

Csu koju cy no3HaBanmu H. Jluknuha, ca muMe capahuBanu wiu Oumu
npujatesbu, He camo y CpOuju, 1 He caMo OOTaHWYapH, U ajbe ra MamTe
Kao M3Yy3eTHOI Hay4HHKa M My3ealllla, ajli M Kao YOBEKa Ca HajJerIiuM
ocoOMHaMa, KOra Cy yBakKaBaJl Kao BEJIHMKOI CTPy4Ymaka W BOJEIH M
IIEHWJIN Kao MpHjaTesba.

VY 6oTtanuny je 6uo cnexbenuk Benukor [lanunha, anu ce u y )XUBOTY U
y paay PYKOBOJHMO HETOBOM U3pEeKOM na ,,Hogex ca 3narem modce y
MHO020 npuiuxa oa 6yode 00 xopucmu nexome, ..“. Hukona Jluknuh je, kao u
[Tagunh, 6uo Yosek ca 3HameM.
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THE YEARS AND PATHS OF NIKOLA DIKLIC
(1925-2008)
TEN YEARS AFTER

I met Dr. Nikola Diklié®, who was at the time an already a well-known
Yugoslav botanist, at the Congress of Yugoslav biologists held in 1974 in
Sarajevo. At that moment, it was impossible for me to imagine that 10
years later, after my life journey would take me to the Natural History
Museum — where he already worked for 31 years — we would become not
only close associates but also devoted and loyal friends.

In the course of our daily work at the Museum, but also during travels
and at numerous congresses, we spent hours talking about plants, the
interpretation of nomenclature and taxonomic conundrums, experiences
and events from the field investigations, solving the complicated and often
enigmatic data contained in literature, as well as about various aspects,
experiences and manifestations of life.

Even before I started working in the Natural History Museum, I would
occasionally visit Dr. Dikli¢ to converse and consult with him on various
botanical matters. He was not my mentor, or even a potential member of
the commission for the Master’s theses defence and evaluation; still, he was
always willing to see me, and give me as much of his time as I needed.
Soon I discovered that I was not the only one who came to him for advice,
help and support. Many other botanists of various generations and
specialisations did the same thing. They came not only from Belgrade, but
also from Novi Sad, Nis, Leskovac, Sarajevo, Zagreb, Ljubljana and
Skopje. An excellent expert in the flora of Serbia and the Balkans, as an
unselfish and benevolent teacher and wise counsellor he gladly shared the
knowledge and experience he acquired during the years of his scientific and
museum work. As a man with eclectic interests and rich in life experience,

® For a detailed account of life and work of N. Dikli¢ and the complete bibliography, see:
Vasié, O. 2008, Nikola Dikli¢ (1925-2008). Flora Mediterranea 18: 615-640 (English),
and Vasi¢, O. 2009, In memoriam: Nikola Dikli¢ (1925-2008). — Bulletin of the Natural
History Museum, Belgrade 2: 155-212. (Serbian/English)
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he was a very pleasant and interesting interlocutor. He also had a special
gift of making everyone feel comfortable and welcome. Even when he
would point out errors and omissions, or comment on them, he would do it
delicately, taking care not to hurt the dignity of the person to whom he was
speaking.

His retirement did not interrupt either our cooperation or our meetings
and conversations, and the question that Dr. Dikli¢ would regularly pose at
some point during the conversation, perhaps more to himself than to me —
“I can’t help but wander, Olja, where did all these years go?” — was a
mandatory, almost ritual part of each of our encounters. What he was
actually talking about were the 37 years he worked at the Natural History
Museum, but also the years he spent studying prior to that, and those after
his retirement, which he also mostly devoted to plants.

Then, as well as now, ten years after his death, about these years that
went by, speak not only numerous but also extremely valuable and
significant results he had achieved working on botanical science and
practice, which made him the greatest Serbian botanist of the 20™ century
and one of the greatest Serbian botanists and scientists in history.

The years and dates had their own sort of symbolism in the life of
Nikola Dikli¢. He was born on 19 December 1925, exactly 30 years after
the establishment of the Natural History Museum in Belgrade (19
December 1895), in which he spent his entire career. He began to work on
19 December 1953, on his 28™ birthday which was also the 58" birthday of
the Museum. He also retired on 19 December (1990). At the 100™
anniversary of the Museum, in 1995, he received the Custos Musei
Historiae Naturalis honoris causa diploma, thus becoming the first curator
of the Natural History Museum to hold the title of honorary curator.

For more than 50 years N. Dikli¢ was a curator, researcher and
scientist, as well as an unofficial teacher to many botanists and students of
natural sciences. Therefore, his life and work followed several different
paths. Some lasted a long time, some only for a while, some were
permanent and continuous and some were marked by interruptions, but they
all — whether parallel, crossed or interlaced — had a single objective:
increasing the knowledge of the flora of Serbia and acquainting the
scientific and wider public with its values and significance.

When he came to the Museum, his first job was to scientifically and
museologically process (identify, classify, valorise, document and con-
serve) a massive amount of unprocessed and unarranged plant material that
was collected by his predecessors.
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It was the beginning of the creation of the Museum’s botanical
collection known as the General Herbarium of the Balkan Peninsula, which
was founded, created and designed by Nikola Dikli¢ and which he spent
years continually and extensively enlarging and populating in a planned
and systematic way.

Rtanj, Suva Planina, Zlatibor mountains, and the Djerdapska Klisura
and Sic¢evacka Klisura gorges are just some of the areas in Serbia where he
collected new plant species, persistently and continuously conquering
mountains, gorges, canyons and valleys. In the course of several decades,
N. Dikli¢ personally collected nearly half of the 500,000 specimens that
make up the Museum Herbarium of today.

That is how was created the botanical collection, which, for a long time,
was the only botanical scientific and museum collection in Serbia arranged,
classified and organised to represent a form of database as tangible proof of
the diversity of the flora of Serbia and the Balkans, and an indicator of the
dynamics and directions of its changes throughout space and time. As such,
it has been — and still is — indispensable for generations of botanists, both
from the Museum and other scientific and educational institutions in the
country and abroad.

It contains, for example, specimens of Nepeta rtanjensis, Nepeta
ernesti-mayeri and Althaea vranjensis, as well as specimens of 11
additional plant taxa that were unknown to science at the time, and 310 taxa
that were not known to grow in Serbia and were discovered by N. Diklic¢.
These and many other floristic and taxonomic data, collected in the field or
discovered in the Herbarium, were published by N. Dikli¢ in 586 authored
and co-authored bibliographic units.

With these results, Dr. Dikli¢ clearly and unequivocally showed that all
those who claimed that floristic and taxonomic research were obsolete and
outdated, and that they should be completely and permanently replaced by
“modern” phytocoenology, were gravely mistaken.

He also successfully argued that only accurate and reliable floristic and
taxonomic data can guarantee credible and correct conclusions and
interpretations from the related, applied and boundary botanical disciplines.
He thus gained the respect and trust of his colleagues from the above fields,
and he often worked on expert identification of plant materials, providing
accurate taxonomic, chorological and ecological data. In return, on
numerous occasions his colleagues offered to name him as co-author in the
works for which he provided assistance. Dr. Dikli¢ refused such offers
without exception, firmly yet with much consideration and tact. He
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believed it unacceptable to appear as co-author in works from areas that
were not the subjects of his main interest. He was of the era when scientific
contribution was measured by the essential value and significance of
published results and not by a sheer number of published works or formal
number of citations — although even today Dr. Dikli¢ would most certainly
not have a problem with either of these elements.

Knowledge of the flora of Serbia and the rich botanical collection,
whose every specimen had passed through his hands, gave Dr. Dikli¢ the
freedom and security to accept — as a member of the Committee for flora
and vegetation of Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts, whose member
he remained for 43 years — the demanding and responsible role of leader in
the creation of the edition ‘Flora of SR Serbia’ (1970-1976, 1977, 1986).

In addition to having processed about one-fifth of the total number of
taxa, his peer review of the texts of other authors significantly contributed
to the quality, competence and importance of the edition. Due to his
knowledge and great experience in the application of classification,
taxonomic and nomenclature principles and rules, Dr. Dikli¢ was unoffici-
ally but essentially the shadow editor of this capital edition of exceptional
national and international significance. Dr. Dikli¢’s dedication, enthusiasm
and persistence greatly contributed to the fact that eight volumes of this
edition have been published successively in only six years, and that the first
volume of the second edition (called ‘Flora of Serbia’) appeared only six
years after the release of the tenth volume (the second supplement), in
1992. The second volume was published no earlier than in 2012, 10 years
after the first, and 4 years after Dr. Dikli¢’s death.

Although Dr. Dikli¢, together with other authors, received two high-
level state awards (the October Award of the Assembly of the City of
Belgrade in 1970 and the Seventh July Prize awarded by the Presidency of
the Republic of Serbia in 1988) for the work on ‘Flora of SR Serbia’, two
awards that he received in person, from museum and botanists colleagues,
speak of his exceptional importance and the role he played concerning this
edition. The Museum Society of Serbia gave him the “Mihajlo Valtrovi¢”
award for the outstanding individual contribution (in 1987), while foreign
botanists awarded him with the Silver Plaque Fondazione internazionale
pro Herbario Mediterraneo (in Palermo, Italy, in 2001).

During all the years he spent in the Museum, but also after retirement,
Dr. Dikli¢ remained engaged on tasks that were not directly related to the
flora of Serbia, but for which these served as cause, reason or inspiration.
He was the editor of several books and journals (Flora of SR Serbia 10,
Josif Panci¢ — Collected Works 1 and 2, Bulletin of the Natural History
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Museum) and member of editorial boards of several capital national
editions (Flora of Serbia, Vegetation of Serbia, the Red Data Book of the
Flora of Serbia).

He actively participated in the work of Yugoslav and Serbian biological
scientific and professional associations. In the international botanical
organisation OPTIMA (Organisation for the Phyto-Taxonomic Investiga-
tion of the Mediterranean Area), which he joined in 1977, just three years
after its establishment, he was a member of the International Board, the
Executive Council and the Commission for Collections and Herbaria, and
in the period 1989—1995 the Vice-President.

During the 30 years of active engagement he regularly participated at
all the congresses of this organisation; and when the XI OPTIMA Meeting
was held in Belgrade, organised by the Natural History Museum, N. Dikli¢
was awarded the OPTIMA Gold Medal for life’s work. His commitment,
loyalty and love for botany were crowned by the award given by OPTIMA
only to best botanists of the world.

In the decade that passed since the death of Nikola Dikli¢, many
changes — some good, and some not exactly great — have occurred in the
country to which he was loyal and devoted, in politics which he was
interested, and in life which he appreciated and knew how to enjoy, as well
as in botany which permeated and marked his entire existence.

However, the positive, significant and valuable results, traces, influen-
ces and echoes of the years and paths of Nikola Dikli¢ are still unchanged,
and will remain indelible.

The successors and followers of Dr. Dikli¢ in the Natural History
Museum take care of the General Herbarium of the Balkan Peninsula and
his works, as a valuable scientific and cultural heritage whose significance
greatly exceeds national boundaries.

The results he achieved in scientific and museological work are also
very important for international botanical science, as they contain data and
information that are necessary for a fundamental understanding of the
biodiversity, dynamics and history of the flora of the Balkan Peninsula and
the Mediterranean region, simultaneously requiring high standards in
floristic and taxonomic research.

To date, Nikola Dikli¢ has been the only botanist in Serbia — and, with
the exception of Greece, in South-East Europe — to hold the highest
international botanical award for life’s work, the OPTIMA Gold Medal.
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Everyone who knew N. Dikli¢, collaborated with him, or was his friend
— not only in Serbia, and not only among the botanists — still remembers
him as an exceptional scientist and museum worker, as well as a man who
was graced with the most beautiful qualities and someone whom they
regarded as a great expert, and whom they loved and appreciated as a
friend.

In botany, he was a follower of the great Panci¢, and also his life and
work were guided by Panci¢’s saying that “A man of knowledge will have
many opportunities to be of use to someone ...”. Like Panci¢, Nikola Dikli¢
was a Man of Knowledge.

Olja Vasi¢

My3ejcKu CaBEeTHUK
Museum adviser

[puponmauku mysej beorpan
Natural History Museum Belgrade
Received: 21 Oct. 2018; Accepted: 29 Oct. 2018.
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